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miss the subject at once with the comprehensive warning' given by St. Paul to the Christians of Corinth, to use the things of this world without abusing them, knowing that " the fashion of this world passeth away." But I should very imperfectly perform the task which I have undertaken, if I dealt with it merely thus: all the pleasures of sense, all the pleasures of intellect, all the pursuits of science or literature or money-making' or what not might be in a certain manner treated according to this universal formula : there is nothing except positive sin, of which you may not say that it n to be used and is not to bo abused. What we want in the ease of each thing- of this world v/liicli is to pass away, is such an examination of its character, such a knowledge of its aims, its principles, its tendencies, as shall enable a conscientious Christian, who is jealous of the honour of Cod anil careful concerning his own spiritual life, 1<> judge how far and in what manner lie may use the thing in question, and when and under what circumstances lie is in danger of abusing it.
It is with tin's view of the task undertaken by me this afternoon, that I have chosen for a text two passages of Scripture taken respectively from the first and the last